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Tropical Kingbird

Tyrannus Melancholicus

1

11-19-2016 3:10 PM

Yes

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32624862

Lancaster

Peach Bottom

280 Riverview Rd.

39°44'56.5"N 76°13'12.7"W

Open field. Small woody area nearby.

200-300 yards

Distance and glare madeviewing difficult.

Alpen spotting scope on 15x magnification

Larger than nearby bluebirds. Long tail, yellow underparts, gray head. Unable to
separate from other yellow-breasted kingbirds with the looks I had, but others have
obtained photos.

Flycatching, changed perches several times, but usually ended up back at the wire.
Appeared to be bobbing tail, but I'm not sure given the distance and glare.

Head lighter than Cassin's, lacking strong contrast between head and throat. I believe
the gray in Western Kingbird extends further down the breast, though I could be wrong
on that. I believe I heard the bird vocalize, which would rule out the very different
sounding Couch's (I am familiar with the vocalizations of Tropical, Western, and
Couch's).

I am almost certain that I heard the bird. I heard a definite Tropical Kingbird call which
sounded like it was coming from the center of the field (near where we saw the bird a
few minutes later), but I can't say with absolute certainty that none of the 20 or so other
birders present was using playback at that time.

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32624862
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Yes, I am. While the bird was distant, it certainly appeared to be a Tropical/Couch's
Kingbird. If the vocalization I heard was the bird as I suspect, and not a recording, than
that would clinch the ID.

Crossley ID guide, Sibley
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